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Shalom from Rabbi Chalom  
Time for Humanistic Judaism  
by Rabbi Adam Chalom 
(rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 
 
Some of us knew this was coming. 

Many in the organized Jewish world are 
shocked by the latest survey of the Pew 
Research CenterÕs Religion and Public Life 
Project showing 22% of self-identified 
Jews saying they have Òno religion,Ó 

including almost 1/3 of Jewish millenials (born since 1980 ). More 
than 60% say Òbeing Jewish is mainly a matter of 
ancestry/cultureÓ rather than religion or a mixture of both. 
Nearly a quarter of all Jews donÕt believe in a god, compared to 
7% of the general US population. Even the ForwardÕs own Jane 
Eisner, who commendably encouraged Pew to conduct its study 
and be open to such results, said, ÒI thought there would be 
more American Jews who cared about religion.Ó 

Fifty years ago, a Reform-trained rabbi and a small number of 
families in suburban Detroit began an e xperiment in Jewish 
community. They wanted their Judaism to focus on Jewish 
culture and peoplehood rather than religious belief or ritual. 
They believed in human power and responsibility rather than 
divine commandment or providence. They built on the legac y of 
secular Jewish communities (mostly Yiddishist and socialist) from 
the first half of the 20 th century to appeal to Jews from every 

denominational and cultural background.  
As they developed a fifth alternative in Jewish life, Secular Humanistic Judaism,  they were ahead of their 

time, as this survey confirms:  
Welcoming intermarried families , including rabbinic officiation and co -officiation  at weddings to provide 

positive Jewish celebrations in hopes of encouraging Jewish choices in the future. How many intermarried 
families in this survey not raising children with any Jewish identity were prenuptially rejected, creating 
another barrier to a  Jewish future? Why would you take your family back to people and a tradition that 
rejected it?  

Jewish self -identification , which encouraged anyone of Jewish background or who chose to be part of 
the Jewish family to claim their birthright. We count them i n surveys, but are they really welcome in our 
communities?  

Alternative Jewish communities , led by lay people as well as professional leaders, that  offered 
everything from Jewish youth education and holiday celebrations to cultural programming, philosophical 
exploration, and mutual support. From that one congregation, most major metropolitan areas today feature 
a community affiliated with either the Society for Humanistic Judaism or the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations. 

Adapting Jewish culture  to fit their secular beliefs. Maybe the reason increasing numbers refuse the 
established Orthodox-Conservative-Reform choices is neither the quality of the music nor the enthusiasm of 
the rabbi. Maybe it is the content of the Judaism . For college -educated professionals in the twenty -first 
century, a Judaism built on contemporary science and philosophy that clearly distinguishes myth and history, 
and whose liturgy clearly celebrates what humanity can do for itself in this world and this life, may resonate 
better than Ònot by might, not by power, but by My spirit.Ó (Zeh. 4:6).  

Continued on page 8 
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Message from the Chair  
by Steering Committee Chair  Bill Brook  (scchair@KolHadash.com) 
 
Dear Kol Hadash Family Members, 

I was thinking this morning about a frequent theme at this 
time of year, that of Home.  Last night, my youngest son, 
Michael, and I watched the Tampa Bay Rays lose their playoff 
game to the Boston Red Sox. Why did they lose? Well, they didnÕt 
get to Home plate as often as the carmines did. Even though the 
Rays were on their Home field in St. Petersburg, FL. Sometimes, 
being at Home doesnÕt help. Even when all the Grannies and 
Gramps in St. Pete are pulling for you.  

The poets say, ÒHome is where the heart is.Ó Whether you 
were brought up in a Humanistic Jewish Home, or have fled from 
a painful synagogue or church affiliation, or simply were looking 
for and finally found a New Voice, welcome Home. Do you know 
any friends or neighbors who are looking for a Home? Invite them 
to visit our Home.   

But then, you say, where is our Home?  Is it:  
¥ The Heller Nature Center in Chai-land Park on Friday 

nights? 
¥ Deerfield High School (Home of the Warriors with funny 

hats!) on Sunday mornings? 
¥ The Gorton Center in Lake Forest for the High Holidays? 
¥ The North Shore Unitarian Church in West Deerfield for 

BÕnai Mitzvah? 
¥ Rabbi AdamÕs office and the conference room in 

Lincolnshire? 
¥ Or, is it the virtual world at www.kolhadash.com? 

OK, they are all part of our holistic Home.  Not as satisfying as 
a single address, you say?  Well, we are in a new world, I say, 
one where a single location may not be the best Home for us.  
We are working together to make this thing, this community, this 
movement, our Home.  

At Kol Hadash, our committee members put a lot of effort 
into thinking about Home.   

Marketing and IT committee members are working to make 
our Home page www.KolHadash.com a great place hang out.  

The Facilities Committee is working on ways to reduce the 
number of places (see bullet list above!) to a mo re manageable 
number.   

Community Service Committee members are working to help 
A Safe Place provide a better home for those families in need.   

Do you have some good, positive, non-judgmental, 
enlightening, helpful, ÒconstructiveÓ suggestions about our 
Home?  Then please send an e-mail to me 
scchair@KolHadash.com.  Seriously, we really do want to hear 
from you as we continue planning for our Homes.  

When you raise a glass at your Thanksgiving dinner in 
whatever Home you are in, think about how much we all 
appreciate having another Home.  Especially, if someone else is 
doing the dishes! 

Have a great holiday and see you in Shul! 
 

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation  
Staff, Officers, and Committee Chairs  

 
Rabbi 
Adam Chalom, rabbi@KolHadash.com 

Youth Education Director  
Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com 

Choir Director  
Sarah Beatty, choir@KolHadash.com 

Executive Assistant  
Jeremy Owens, administrator@KolHadash.com 

Officers 
Steering Committee Chair  
Bill Brook, scchair@KolHadash.com 

Steering Committee Vice -Chair 
Sheila Sebor, scchair_vice@KolHadash.com 

Treasurer  
Larry Dworsky, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Secretary  
Mark Friedman, secretary@KolHadash.com 

Committee Chairs & Other Volunteers 
Book Club 
Stacey Max, bookclub@KolHadash.com 

Community Service Committee  
Susan Addelson & Marcie Cottle , 
communityservice@KolHadash.com 

Development Committee  
David Hirsch & Sam Gilbert, 
development@KolHadash.com 

Helping Hands Committee  
Terry Kass, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 

Marketing Committee  
Mark Friedman, marketing@KolHadash.com 

Membership Committee  
Andrea Friedlander, membership@KolHadash.com 

Shofar and Website Editor  
Mark Friedman, shofar@KolHadash.com 

Social Events Committee  
Leora Hatchwell, socialevents@KolHadash.com  

Theatre Club  
Mark Friedman, theatre@KolHadash.com 

Webmaster  
Ken Burk, webmaster@KolHadash.com 

Winers (wine group)  
Sue Talman, wine@KolHadash.com  

Youth Education Committee  
Alexandra Brook, YEC@KolHadash.com 
Rachel Samlan, YEC@KolHadash.com 
 
 

!  
 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash 
office. Check the calendar in this Shofar to confirm this monthÕs 
date. Members are welcome to attend Steering Committee 
meetings. Contact Sue Talman for information. 
 
The Shofar newsletter is published monthly and is mailed to 
all members. An electronic version is available at 
www.kolhadash.com. If you would like to contribute content to 
the Shofar, contact Mark Friedman. 
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November  Events at Kol Hadash  
Shabbat Service: The Injustice of Jacob  
Friday, November  1, 8:00 PM ¥ Heller Nature Center  
The mythical "founding father" of Israel is its namesake, who begins life as Jacob. Throughout his saga, 
however, he creates and faces injustice time and again. What light can this story shed on sibling rivalries, 
jealousy and the nature of family?  

Sunday Adult Education : Humanistic Jewish Parenting  
Sunday, November 3, 9:30 AM ¥ Deerfield High School  
The Jewish mother is legendary, but not in a good way. And an austere philosophy of life would seem far 
removed from answeri ng children's questions. What does our Humanistic philosophy and our Jewish culture 
have to say about parenting? 

Adult Education/Jewish Culture : Liturgy  
Tuesday, November 5 , 7:3 0 PM ¥ Kol Hadash Office  
Some of the most well -known Jewish writing is not often considered literature: prayers, blessings and 
services. But these passages tell stories, articulate beliefs and represent Jewish identity in distinctive ways. 
To create our own authentic celebrations, we need to know how it all  began. 

Shabbat Service: Is Anti -Semitism Endemic to Western Culture?  
Friday, Novem ber 8, 8:00 PM ¥ Heller Nature Center  
Since Hellenistic times before the Common Era, Jews and Judaism have faced episodes of hatred and 
suspicion. Their experiences "under crescent and cross" in Muslim and Christian empires ranged from 
tolerated minority to persecution. Why did prejudice appear again and again, and what does that say about 
the future?  Join us November 8 for a pre -Shabbat dinner at Szechuan King in Northbrook (near Max & 
BennyÕs) ÉRSVP to Jeremy (administrator@KolHadash.com ) to reserve your place!  

Adult Education/Jewish Culture: Modern Jewish Literature  
Tuesday, November  12, 7:30 PM ¥ Kol Hadash Office  
How have the modern forms of poetry, short story and novel transformed Jewish literary expres sion? And 
what is Jewish about m odern Jewish literature?  

Book Club: The Middlesteins  
Wednesday, November 13 , 7:30 PM ¥ Kol Hadash Office  
In honor of Jewish Book Month (mid-October through mid -November), Spertus Institute f or Jewish Learning & 
Leadership is promoting ÒOne Book, One Community,Ó encouraging congregations to read the same book. 
This year the book is The Middlesteins by Oak Park author Jami Attenberg, a story of marriage, family, and 
obsessions. The Book Club is open to all! Questions? Contact Stacey Max (bookclub@KolHadash.com).  

Shabbat Service: Interfaith Family Shabbat  
Friday, Novem ber 22, 8:00 PM ¥ Heller Nature Center  
Humanistic Jewish has been a welcoming and comfortable home for intercul tural families and the adult 
children of intermarriage for generations. In conjunction with Interfaithfamily.com, this Shabbat we 
celebrate our internal diversity by exploring "The Changing Faces of American Judaism."  

 
  

The Congregation is invited to 
attend  

 
The Bar  Mitzvah of  

Ben Simon  
 

Son of  
Nancy Sohn &  Mike Simon  

 
Saturday, November 23, 5:00 PM  

 
Unitarian Universalist Society  

Geneva, Illinois  
 

The Congregation is invited to 
atte nd  

 
The Bar  Mitzvah of  

Ethan Saks  
 

Son of  
Mimi & Brad Saks  

 
Saturday, November 9, 10:00 AM  

 
North Shore Unitarian Church  
2100 Half Day Road, Deerfield  
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From the Youth Education Director  
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 
Thanksgivukkah? Menurkey (turkey-shaped menorah)? If you Google ÒHanukkah and 
Thanksgiving,Ó youÕll get a plethora of articles from every major media source, 
including a very funny commentary by Stephen Colbert .   

Many commentators have focused on the Òonce-in-a-lifetimeÓ angle  Ñ this event 
wonÕt be repeated for Ò79,000 years,Ó or something to that effect.  While it may be 
true that the first day of Hanukkah has coincided with Thanksgiving only once before 
(in 1888 according to some sources), the first night of Hanukkah (Jewish holidays 
begin at sunset the preceding night ) will overlap with Hanukkah again in 2070, plenty 
of time for our Sunday School students to experience Thanksgivukkah again!  

You can do your own Internet research to learn how this fluke of the calendars 
happened.  The short answer is that the Jewish cale ndar makes adjustments 

periodically by adding a leap month (Adar II) so that holi days donÕt fall out of season. So this is the earliest 
that Hanukkah will be.  By the way, thereÕs a leap month this year, so Passover will move back to its rightful 
spot in mi d-April.  

Given that food is  a big part of most Jewish holidays, Thanksgiving and Hanukkah were made for each 
other; the menu options abound: challah -stuffed turkey, sweet potato latkes or kugel, pecan pie rugelach, 
and pumpkin sufganiyot (doughnuts)!  ThereÕs also an interesting overlap in the underlying stories Ñ both 
about peoples pursuing for their religious freedom.  

You can get a jumpstart on the holiday with your Kol Hadash family at our celebration on November 24.  
DonÕt forget to bring your hanukkiah (Hanukkah menorah) for our traditional show -and-tell Ñ IÕm anxious to 
see if anyone has a menurkey! 
 
LÕshalom (to peace) ,  
Dawn Friedman 
Youth Education Director  
 

Sunday School Events 
Hanukkah Family Service and Party  
Sunday, November 24 , 11:00  AMÐ12:30  PM  
Deerfield High School  
RSVP by November 12 
The first night of Hanukkah  is November 27, but join us to celebrate before the holiday at o ur 
annual family service and luncheon on Sunday, November 24, at 11:00  AM. Regular Sunday School 
classes will be held at 9:30; 6th Grade Hebrew and 7th Grade BÕnai Mitzvah classes will meet early at 
9:00.  Parents of children who are not attending the Hanu kkah service should pick up their children 
in their classrooms at 11:00.  
 
All congregants and guests are invited to attend, whether or not you 
have children in our school.  Invite your family and friends!  For lunch, 
our main course is provided by Kol Hadash; families bring a salad , side 
dish, or dessert  to share. PLEASE, NO PEANUTS, TREE NUTS OF ANY 
KINDS (INCLUDING ALMONDS), OR SESAME SEEDS SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN 
ANY DISHES.  See the enclosed flyer for details and to RSVP. 
 
We are also collecting non-perishable food and household items for a 
local pantry and holiday gifts  for Community Alternatives Unl imited.  See 
the enclosed flyer for a wish list. Gifts will also be accepted at Sunday 
School on December 8. Questions? Contact Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-
8931).  
 
  

Please note that no foods containing 
peanuts, tree nuts (including almonds), 
or sesame seeds may be brought to 
Sunday School or any school event, even 
if the foods are not shared. We have 
students with serious allergies, and 
there are classrooms at DHS that must 
be kept nut -free at all times. Thank you 
for your cooperation!  
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Sunday School News 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS NOVEMBER 3 
Set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night, November 2, and sleep an extra hour!  

Ben SimonÕs Bar Mitzvah Service Project  
For his service project for his Bar  Mitzvah (November 23), Ben is helping support North Star Foundation, an 
organization that trains and places dogs to assist children with special needs. Ben is collecting new leashes 
and collars (any size) for North Star to use with the dogs from the time they are born, through training, and 
finally to accompany a dog into its placement. Ben will have a collection box available at Sunday School e ach 
Sunday through November 16. Thank you for your support! (Ben and his family have long -standing personal 
knowledge of and experience with  the North Star Foundation. Visit www.northstardogs.com  for more info.)  

‚onfirmation Class Field Trip to Holy Cross Catholic Church (Deerfield)  
Sunday, November 3: Leave DHS at 9:30, return around 12:00  
As part of their two -year study of comparative religion , David HirschÕs Confirmation class visits a number of 
religious institutions in the area.  On November 3, they will attend a service at Holy Cross in Deerfield.  
Congregants are welcome to join them. Contact David (hirschda@mac.com, 847-943-9590), for more 
information.  

Adult Education: Humanistic Jewish Parenting  
Sunday, November 3, 9:30 Ð11:00 AM 
See page 3 for details.  

6th  Grade Parents Meeting : Sunday, November 10 , 9:30 Ð11:00  AM 
Grade-level parents meetings provide an op portunity to learn more about what your children are studying in 
Stacey MaxÕs class, get to know each other, and share issues and concerns of importance to you.  Bagels and 
coffee provided.  

Youth Education Committee  Meeting: Sunday, November 17, 9:30 -11:00  AM 
Our YEC serves as a combination school board and PTO, setting policy and coordinating school events and 
family programs.  Loved the Sukkot party and the Hanukkah luncheon?  ThatÕs the work of the YEC.  During 
the school year, the monthly meetings are d uring Sunday School.  Meetings are open to all congregants, but 
only YEC members may vote on policies. For more information, contact YEC Co -Chairs Alexandra Brook or 
Rachel Samlan (YEC@KolHadash.com). 

Youth Group Bake Sale & Meeting : Sunday, November 17, 11:15 AMÐ12:45 PM 
Youth Group will host its fall bake sale in the lobby at DHS on November 17; please support the Youth Group 
by donating baked goods and/or purchasing treats at the sale.  There is no fee to join the KH Youth Group; 
fundraisers like the Sukkot craft table, bake sales, and Purim carnival fund their programs.  Youth Group is 
open to all students in 8 th grade and up. Pizza lunch is provided.  RSVP to Dawn Friedman 
(education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931). 

6th  Grade Hebrew School  
7th  Grade BÕnai Mitzvah Class 
Sundays, November 3, 10, 17 : 11:45AM Ð12:45  PM 
November 24 : 9:00 Ð9:30 AM (note earlier time due to Hanukkah Party)  
Students should bring a bag lunch to eat during the sh ort break after Sunday School. Please note our food 
allergy restrictions.   Students should also bring a water bottle.  

Parent/Tot Playgroup  
We would like to organize an informal playgroup for children 0 -4 and their parents or grandparents  (open to 
members and prospective members).  The group would meet at DHS monthly on Sunday mornings, or at a 
local playground when weather permits.  If youÕd like to par ticipate, contact Dawn Friedman  
(education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931). 
 
 

Reminder: No Classes December 1 
Happy Hanukkah!   
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Welcome to Our New Members!  
In lieu of our regular ÒMeet a MemberÓ feature, we want to introduce a few of Kol HadashÕs newest 
members, who joined us within the past few months.  

 
 
 
 
 
  

Molly Ghorbani  
Molly grew up as a member of Congregation Beth 
Or and attended Sunday School from Kindergarten 
through Confirmation.  After living in Japan for a 
few years and falling out of touch with her Jewish 
roots, Molly ran into David Hirsch, who encouraged 
her to attend an event at Kol Hadash.  Visiting Kol 
Hadash felt like "home" to Molly. Now that sh e is a 
member, Molly is excited that her eight year -old 
son Roman is starting Sunday School and beginning 
to learn more about being Jewish through a 
Humanistic lens. Molly lives in Riverwoods and is in 
her sixth year of teaching first and second grades in 
Glenview, having previously been a teacher in 
Northbrook, Deerfield, and Japan. This past 
summer Molly completed her Master's Degree in 
Educational Technology, and this fall will complete 
her Ed Tech Certification for grades K -12.  Molly 
LOVES to sing and can't wait to join the choir next 
year. She has enjoyed traveling and learning about 
other cultures. So far, she has been to Canada, 
Mexico, Japan, Austria, (the former) 
Czechoslovakia, the Philippines, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Australia, India, and Turkey! Sh e hopes 
to resume her travels and visit every continent in 
her lifetime.  
 

Beth & Joe Alberts  
Beth and Joe both grew up in the small town of St. Joseph, Michigan but didn't 
meet until about ten years ago. Joe attended Indiana University and works for 
Lincoln Property Company, a commercial real estate firm in Chicago.  Beth 
attended Emory University  and is now a residential real estate agent with Baird 
& Warner. They moved to Highland Park more than six years ago and have two 
children, Annabel (7) and Alex (4 1/2).  The Alberts heard about Kol Hadash 
through their nanny, Leah Levy. They had the honor  of attending her son Zak's 
Bar Mitzvah last December. Having been to several other religious services 
together, Zak's Bar Mitzvah was the first time both Beth and Joe felt 
comfortable. They felt it was time to introduce their children to Judaism and 
they wanted to be part of a congregation where questions are welcome and 
encouraged. Joe is an avid fly fisherman and fantasy -baseball addict.  Beth 
enjoys flea market shopping, making jewelry, and anything to do with home 
design. 
 

David Friedman  
David Friedman lives in Arlington Heights and is a partner in a public 
accounting firm. He is a Certified Public Accountant, Certified Fraud 
Examiner, Certified in Financial Forensics and Certified Internal 
Controls Auditor. He has two daughters Ñ Cheryl, who is 26 and 
finishing law school at Northwestern University, and Stephanie, who 
is 21 and will be receiving her degree in 2014. David heard about Kol 
Hadash through friends Alan & Ellen Klein and Leora Hatchwell & 
Tom McCune. Leora is a close friend to his whole fam ily, especially 
to his daughters, and she convinced him to join. David is a fan of the 
Green Bay Packers, Chicago White Sox, bad movies, the NIU Huskies, 
and his girlfriend Liz (but not in that order!).  
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Progressive Dinner  
Grazie to everyone who made this year's Italian -themed Progressive Dinner delizioso and grande successo! 
Thank you to Alisa & Bruce Klein for hosting the whole group for appetizers, and to Susan Wagner & Mike 
Lippitz for hosting  the group for 
dessert.  Thank you to our five dinner 
hosts for setting their tables and opening 
their homes for the dinner portion of the 
evening:  Andrea & Mark Friedlander, 
Rhonda & Robert Hart, Happy Stone & 
Rick Henriksen, Sheila & Ron Sebor, and 
Sue & Ilya Talman.  Kudos to our 
Progressive Dinner Committee for 
attending to every detail to make sure 
that the evening ran smoothly:   Susan 
Addelson, Andrea Friedlander, Leora 
Hatchwell, and Marsha Milstein.    
 
And a special thank you  to Elegance in 
Meats of  Northbrook for catering a 
delici ous and plentiful Italian feast at a 
very reasonable price, and for being so 
accommodating to all our special 
requests. 
 

 
 
Sukkot  
September 22 was a perfect fall day , and a 
record crowd of more than 9 0 members and 
guests flocked to the Heller Nature Center 
in Highland Park to celebrate Sukkot at Kol 
Hadash. Rabbi Chalom led our service and 
dazzled us with his juggling (yes, juggling) 
skills, Laura Burk led us in song, and 
everyone had the opportunity t o do some 
lulav -shaking and etrog -smelling. Many 
thanks to Jackie Haimes (party coordinator); 
volunteers Faye Eisenberg, Wendy Perlin, 
Michelle Kramer, Victoria Ratnaswamy, 
Alexandra Brook, and David Sandler; Jeremy 
Gibson (sukkah construction coordinator)  
and his crew, Christan Von Kirchbach, Faye 
Eisenberg, Kyle Lorenz, Jamie Bouma, Ian 
Bouma, Jaelyn Bouma, Ron Schwart z, Elana 
Gibson, Isaac Gibson, and Noah Pinko and 
sons David and Eitan Marshall - Pinko; and to 
the Youth Group  for  running the craft 
activit y table for our younger students.  
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Community Service Corner  
Holiday Gift Collection  
Ever wonder where your wrapped, labeled donation of a toy, a stuffed animal, a basketball, a children's book 
written in Spanish or a beautiful hat and scarf set goes?  That's easy.  It goes to an organization called 
Community Alternatives.  This organization provides needed resources to impoverished families throughout 
Cook and Lake Counties.  At holiday time, they give our donated gifts to families who probably do not h ave 
the resources to buy themselves or their children any gifts to open.  The gifts we donate to Community 
Alternatives are gratefully accepted and given to many families who might not otherwise have a gift to give 
to their loved ones. So please consider d onating a wrapped, labeled gift or two or three to Community 
Alternatives.  Please see the enclosed flyer for gift ideas.  Please bring those gifts to the Kol Hadash 
Hanukkah party on !"#$%&$'()*  or to Sunday School on +$,$%&$'(-.  You will bring smiles to  many faces. 
If you have any questions, please contact Glynis Hirsch at -*. /0*1/-*)2  or at 345'6,478569::;<"'3< 

 
Kol Hadash Gives a Helping Hand at A Safe Place  
Last month, the KH Community Service Committee led a 
group of Kol Hadash volunteers, young and old, in a 
community service day that brought organization and aid 
to A Safe Place. A Safe Place serves domestic violence 
victims of Lake County, Illinois, through various programs 
to transform their lives, prevent future abuse, and 
educate the community about domestic violence. On our 
community service day, our volunteers  transformed a 
cluttered storage room into an orderly, functional space 
for A Safe Place. ÒCleaning out a storage room is not very 
glamorous, but I donÕt think anyone did this for  the 
glamour or the glory, Ó said KH member Sue Addelson. 
Added teen volunteer Amy Talman, "We did a simple task 
with tremendous importance . We worked to pave a way 
for the women and children at A Safe Place to receive the 
care they need to ma ke a better life.Ó  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Shalom from Rabbi Chalom  
Continued from page 1  
 
ItÕs time for the Jewish world to support Jewish options that speak directly and honestly to these secular 

Jews. Trying to convince them they really should believe what they do not believe will not work. Neither will 
telling them to recite traditional words with whose v alues and content they do not agree. A creative and 
dynamic Reform Rabbi who still insists on active belief in a personal God in services, Sunday School and 
sermons will not meet their needs; they will choose Ònone of the above,Ó as many already have.  

Give secular, cultural and Humanistic Jews the right to be who we are Ð we are good for the Jewish 
people. To the more religiously inclined, a Judaism for secular Jews may seem paradoxical. But not to the 
philosophically secular Jews themselves: Òoff-the-derechÓ ex-Orthodox, secular Israelis, Russians, the 
intermarried and adult children of intermarriage, and anyone who believes in both being Jewish and the 
power and responsibility of people to life their lives independent of supernatural authority.  

A successful American Judaism must widen the tent to include ÒJewish by culture.Ó  Supporting 
communities for this growing Jewish population strengthens the American Jewish community.  
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Kol Hadash News & Announcements
Travel to Israel with Kol Hadash?  
Are you interested in visiting Israel? How about 
going with your Kol Hadash friends? Kol Hadash 
members Marilyn Litz and Miki Field are thinking 
about planning a group trip in the spring of 2014. 
Exact dates, destinations, costs are to be 
determined. For now, if you are interested in 
participating, contact Marilyn 
(nyliram9986@gmail.com).  

Host an Oneg 
Hosting an Oneg Shabbat at one of our Friday night 
services is a fun and easy way to volunteer and 
meet new friends at Kol Hadash. We already have 
volunteers for fall dates, but we invite you to 
partner with a member who has already 
volunteered or to sign up for the next available 
dates: January 17, February 21, March 7, March 28. 
Contact David Hirsch (inf o@KolHadash.com).  

Thank You!  
¥ Thank you to Sheila & Ron Sebor for hosting 

the oneg at our October 4 Shabbat service. 
¥ Thank you to Gloria & Mitch Gibbs for hosting 

the oneg at our October 18 Shabbat service.  
¥ Thank you to David Hirsch  and Margie Marcus 

for helping to organize the Theatre ClubÕs 
October outing to see Old Jews Telling Jokes. 

Family News & Events  
If you or someone you know is experiencing important and life-altering 
events, please share the news with Kol Hadash. In times of need, Kol 
Hadash members can offer support. In times of happiness, we can help 
celebrate. To share your news, please contact Rabbi Chalom. 

¥ Wishing Joan Berger  a swift recovery from 
recent medical treatment.  
 

This MonthÕs Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the November 22 Shabbat service 
at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If there is a name missing or if 
you would like to have a name read at the service, please contact 
Rabbi Chalom (847-347-3003, rabbichalom@KolHadash.com). 

David Bolnick Bernard Brook 
Maurice Cohn  Joe Collins 
Jack Cottle Leon Cousens 
Tamara Dworsky Gregory Feldman 
Dusica Gavrilovich Olive Gleave 
Edith Greenberg  Anna Krouse  
Isabelle Lieberman Regina Mayer 
Jean Merkin Beth Raben Musich 
Jeanne Parker Bess Richter  
Sandy Sarasohn Robert Schoenbrod 
James Vanderbeck Esther Wagner 

 

Special Dates 
Keep on top of the special dates in the life of our congregation. If you or 
someone in your family has an upcoming birthday, anniversary, 
graduation, or other simcha, please be sure to let us know. Contact our 
administrator at administrator@KolHadash.com. 

This MonthÕs Birthdays 
Aaron Lieberman  November 5 
Rylie Max  November 6 
Leah Levy  November 9 
Lily Jackson  November 10  
Jill Kaz  November 11 
Mimi Saks  November 11 
Bennett Davishoff  November 12 
Marica Cottle  November 15 
Sam Brook  November 16 
Esther Silberman  November 17 
Ellen Rudnick  November 19 
Jessica Goldman  November 25  
David Sandler  November 26  
Lisa Weaver  November 28 
Molly Kaz  November 29 
Golda Harris  November 30 
 

This MonthÕs Anniversaries 
Susan Wagner & Michael Lippitz  November 5 
Jamie & John Bouma  November 9 
Michael & Toby Fisher  November 13 
Sue & Ilya Talman  November 28 
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Dec 6 Shabbat Service 
Dec 20 Shabbat Service 
Jan 10 Zachary Goldman Bar Mitzvah 
Jan 15 Book Club  
Jan 17 Shabbat Service 
Jan 19 Sunday School Tu BÕShevat 

Seder  
Feb 16 Taste of Kol Hadash 
Mar 16 Purim Carnival 
Mar 28-30 SHJ Teen Conclave/Boston 
Apr 13 Sunday School Passover Seder 
Apr 15 Community Passover Seder 
May 9 Confirmation  
May 18 Last Day of Sunday School 
June 13 Annual Meeting 
 

Tributes, Donations & Gifts  
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Kol Hadash General Fund 
RabbiÕs Discretionary Fund 

Weiss Choir Fund 
Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund 

Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund 

To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to ÒKol HadashÓ and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol Hadash 
Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its gratitude to the 
following individuals, whose donations were received in the last month. 

Gloria & Mitchell Gibbs , to the General Fund  

Maxine Handelsman, to the General Fund 

Happy Stone & Rick Henrisken, to the RabbiÕs Discretionary Fund 

Glynis & David Hirsch, to th e General Fund 

Marilyn & Maurice Kaplan , in memory of Mary Lu Spencer 

Howard Lanin, to the General Fund  

Margie Marcus, in memory of David Marcus 

Bev Rathje, to the General Fund 

Michael Saltzman, Supporting Donation 

Margaret Wittlinger & Ross Shepard , Yom Kippur memorial contribution  
 
  
 

 
Friday, December 6, 8:00 PM  

Heller Nature Center  
 
 

A special Shabbat Service with guest speaker 
 

Jen Marlow  
Co-author of The Hour of Sunlight:  

One PalestinianÕs Journey from 
Prisoner to Peacemaker 

 
Winner of the inaugural Middle East MonitorÕs 
Palestine Book Award for the best English-
language book about Palestine, The Hour of 
Sunlight describes the extraordinary 
metamorphosis of Sami Al Jundi, a young man 
who started life as a Palestinian refugee and 
radical who was arrested and imprisoned. 
Transformed during an education in prison, 
Sami emerged as a passionate advocate of 
peaceful rec onciliation.  For more information 
visit http://donkeysaddle.org/index.php/the -
hour-of-sunlight.  
 
Join us December 6 as we welcome Jen 
Marlowe, who collaborated with Sami Al Jundi 
to bring his dramatic life story to light.  
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Celebrate and Commemorate through Kol HadashCelebrate and Commemorate through Kol Hadash  
 

Fill out and mail the form below Ñ or Ñ donate online at www.KolHadash.com  
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation to  

Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our  school, and our future growth,  
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgemen t of your gift on their behalf,  

in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar.  
 

There are five Kol Hadash tribute funds from which to choose:  
!  The General Fund  Ñ contributions support all Kol Hadash programs and activities.  

!  Rabbi ChalomÕs Discretionary Fund  Ñ used by Rabbi Chalom for charitable purposes. 

!  The Tzedakah Fund  Ñ contributions to fund Kol Hadash volunteersÕ assistance with charitable organizations . 
 

!  The Weiss Choir Fund  Ñ contributions support the Kol Hadash Choir and music program.  
 

!  Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund  Ñ contributions support Youth Group programs and activities.  
 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the  ___________________________ Fund from:   
 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar /Acknowledg ement letter :  
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., Òin honor ofÓ or Òin memory ofÓ) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to:  
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you!  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
RecipientÕs Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
RecipientÕs Address 
 

Mail completed form and payment to:  
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069  

 

Thank you for your generosity!  
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175 Olde Half Day Road 
Suite 123 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Your November  Shofar  is enclosed!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 Save the date É 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Details inside . . .  
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Sunday, November 24 
 

 

 



November 2013 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
Shabbat Service, ÒThe 
Injustice of Jacob,Ó 
8PM @ Heller 

2 

 

3 

Confirmation  Field Trip, 9:30 AM 

Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Adult Education, ÒHumanistic 
Jewish Parenting,Ó 9:30 AM 

Hebrew School & Mitzvah 
Class, 11:45-12:45 

4 5 
Adult Education/Jewish 
Culture, ÒLiturgy ,Ó 7:30 
PM @ KH Office 

6 7 
Steering Committee 
Meeting, 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office  

8 
Shabbat Service, ÒIs 
Anti -Semitism Endemic 
to Western Culture?Ó 
8PM @ Heller 

9 
Bar Mitzvah of Ethan 
Saks, 10AM @ Unitarian 
Church 

10 
Sunday School + PreK, 6th 
Grade Parents Mtg, 9:30 AM 

Staff Meeting,11: 30 AM 

Hebrew School & Mitzvah 
Class, 11:45-12:45 

11 12 
Adult Education/Jewish 
Culture, ÒModern Jewish 
Literature,Ó 7:30 PM @ 
KH Office 

13 
Book Club, The 
Middlesteins,  7:30 PM 
@ KH Office 

14 15 
 

16 
 

17 
Sunday School, YEC Meeting, 
9:30 AM 

Youth Group Bake Sale & 
Mtg,11:30 AM 

Hebrew School & Mitzvah 
Class, 11:45-12:45 

18 
 

19 20 
 

21 22 
Shabbat Service, 
ÒInterfaith Family 
Shabbat,Ó 8PM @ 
Heller  
 

23 
Bar Mitzvah of Ben 
Simon, 5PM, Geneva IL 

24 

EARLY Hebrew School & 
Mitzvah Class, 9-9:30 AM 

Sunday School+ PreK, 9:30 AM 

Hanukkah Family Celebration, 
11AM-12:30PM 

25 26 27 
 

1st Night of Hanukkah  

28 
 
2nd Night of Hanukkah  
 
Thanksgiving  

29 
 
3rd Night of Hanukkah  

30 
 
4th  Night of Hanukkah  

 

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/ 383-5184 Ð www.KolHadash.com Ð info@KolHadash.com 



December 2013 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
5th  Night of Hanukkah  
 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
 

2 
6th  Night of Hanukkah  

3 
7th  Night of Hanukkah  
 
Adult Education/Jewish 
Culture, ÒMusic & Art,Ó 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 

4 
8th  Night of Hanukkah  

5 
 
 
Steering Committee 
Mtg, 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office  
 

6 
 
 
Shabbat Service, Guest 
Speaker Jen Marlowe: 
ÒThe Hour of Sunlight,Ó 
8PM @ Heller 
 

7 

 

8 

Confirmation  Field Trip, 8AM 

Sunday School,  9:30 AM 

Adult Education, ÒWhy Was 
Hanukkah So Early?Ó 9:30 AM 

Hebrew School & Mitzvah 
Class, 11:45-12:45 

9 10 
 
Adult Education/Jewish 
Culture, ÒLifestyle & 
Diet,Ó 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office  

11 12 
 
 

13 
 
 

14 

15 
Sunday School + PreK, YEC 
Meeting, 9:30 AM 

Youth Group Mtg, 11:10 AM 

Staff Meeting, 11:30 AM 

Hebrew School & Mitzvah 
Class, 11:45-12:45 

16 17 18 19 20 
 
Shabbat Service, 
Learning from Nature: 
the Winter Solstice, 
8PM @ Heller 
 

21 
 

22 
 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

23 
 

24 25 
 

26 27 
 
 
 
 

 

28 

29 

 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

30 31     

 

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069  
847/ 383-5184 Ð www.KolHadash.com Ð info@KolHadash.com 



 
 
 
 

Please join us in participating in this yearÕs 

Holiday Gift Giving Program 
 

The Kol Hadash Community Service Committee is collecting gifts for needy 
children by participating in the Community Alternatives Unlimited holiday 
giveaway program.  
 
Communit y Alternatives Unlimited is a charitable organization that provides 
assistance to people with developmental and mental disabilities. It serves people 
who live in poverty in the northern suburbs of Cook and Lake Counties, 
including children who are indigent  and wards of the state.  For more 
information on Community Alternatives Unlimited, please visit their website 
www.cau.org.  
 
You can drop off your gifts at these Kol Hadash events: 
 

Family Hanukkah Luncheon & Party Ñ  November 24 
Sunday School Ñ December 8 

 
 
Gifts should be unwrapped or wrapped in neutral paper (no Ha nukkah or 
Christmas paper, please!) and be labeled by gender and age range so that the 
right child will receive them. 

Here are some gift ideas: 
School supplies  

Puzzles, blocks, other educational toys  
Craft items and arts/crafts kits  

Board games , hand held electronic games  
Stuffed animals, dolls 

Paperback books, especially in Spanish  
Hats, mittens, scarves  

Cosmetics, nail polish for pre-teens and teens  
Hair accessories  

Sleepwear, slippers, socks  
Sweaters 

For more information, please contact Glynis Hirsch at  
847-945-8420 or Ghirsch@dist113.org 



 
 

 
 

 

HANUKKAHHANUKKAH  PARTYPARTY  
andand  LUNCHEONLUNCHEON  

     
       Sunday, November 24 
       11:00 AM to 1 2:30 PM 
       Deerf ield High School 
   1959 Waukegan Rd, Deerf ield 
        Student Cafeteria  
 
   $12 per person Ñ ages 13 and older  
      $10 per person Ñ ages 3Ð12 
 No Charge Ñ children under 3 years old  
 
Each family should bring a side dish, salad or dessert to serve 10 Ð12 and their own menorah 
(candles provided). !All food may not contain peanuts, tree nuts of any kind, or sesame seeds,  

due to life -threatening allerg ies among our students. Thank you for your cooperation!  
 
Return form below and check by November 12 to Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 
123 Lincolnshire, IL 60069. Questions? Contact Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 
847-997-8931) 

 
Please list each person’s name and ages for children. 

1. _____________________________________ 2. _____________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________ 4. _____________________________________ 

5. _____________________________________ 6. _____________________________________ 

7. _____________________________________ 8. _____________________________________ 
  
We will bring a:   __ side dish     __ salad     __ dessert 
 

Name:  ______________________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________ 
 

Amount Enclosed: $ ___________ (Make check payable to Kol Hadash…RSVP by November 12) 
 
 

www.KolHadash.com 
 

 
Hanukkah 2013 

CLIP HERE AND RETURN FORM BELOW WITH PAYMENT  
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Colloquium 2013Colloquium 2013   
 
 

The Future of  
Jewish Peoplehood  

November 17, 2013 ¥ 9AM -12PM ¥ Birmingham Temple , Farmington Hills, MI  
 

Are we one people?  
Is cultural Judaism enough?  
How can we thrive in a multicultural world?  
What must change for the next 50 years?  
 
Twenty-five years ago, a revolutionary statement on " Who is a Jew?" was adopted by 
Secular Humanistic Judaism. Its ringing endorsement of Jewish self -identification still 
resonates for all of us.  

 
A Jew is a person of Jewish descent or any person who declares himself or 
herself to be a Jew and who identifies with the history, ethical values, 
culture, civilization, community, and fate of the Jewish people.  

 
This statement will be central to discussion and debate at the 2013 IISHJ Colloquium 
featuring  presenters Rabbi Adam Chalom, Rabbi Denise Handlarski, Rabbi Sivan Malkin 
Maas and more. The colloquium is also part of a weeklong celebration of the 50 th 
anniversary of the Birmingham Temple.   

 
Admission to the Colloquium is FR EE OF CHARGE. 
Register in advance at colo2013.eventbrite.com  

 
JOIN US ONLINEÉ 

Watch the entire colloquium  via  live webcast ! 
Visit this site for more i nformation and for the webcast:  

http://iishj.org/colloquium -13.html  



             
 
 

 
 

 

    Kol Hadash Theatre Benefit !!! !
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
-----! -----! -----! -----! -----! -----! -----! -----! -----! -----! -----! -----! ----- 

I would like to purchase:  

_____ tickets to Capitol Steps @ $70   Amount enclosed: $_______ 
_____ I would like to join the Kol Hadash group for dinner after the show  
 
Name_______________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________________  E-mail _____________________________ 
 

Make check payable to Kol Hadash and mail with this form to:  
Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 

 

www.KolHadash.com 

 ACT FAST…LIMITED NUMBER OF TICKETS AVAILABLE! 
All proceeds benefit Kol Hadash.  

Reservations close December 15, 2013.  
 

Join us for dinner after the show! We will be dining at Jame sonÕs Charhouse, 
next door to the theater .  (Dinner not included in ticket price.)  

The Capitol Steps 
North Shore Center for the Performing Arts  

9501 Skokie B lvd., Skokie  

January 2 6, 2014 ¥ 2:00 PM 

Tickets: $ 70 
Join us for a day of hilarious political parody with the 
famed comedy troupe, which has entertained 
audiences for more than three decades ! 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
You can support our Youth Group by: 

¥ Bringing goodies for the Bake Sale (store-bought or home-made) 
¥ Buying treats and hot chocolate at the sale after  Sunday School 
¥ All of the above!  

 
Please bring baked goods to DHS, rear entrance, between 9:30 -11:00 AM on November 17. 
There will be a table in the lobby. Individually wrapped items are appreciated but not 
required. If you plan on bringing food, please email Dawn Friedman 
(education@KolHadash.com) and tell her what youÕre bringing.  Thank you! 
 

 
www.KolHadash.com  

 

Sunday, November 17  
11:15 -11:45 AM  

Deerf ield High School  

HHOT OT CC HOCOLATEHOCOLATE   
&&   

BBAKE AKE SSALEALE   

The Kol Hadash Youth GroupÕsThe Kol Hadash Youth GroupÕs   

NO foods may contain peanuts, tree nuts  of any kind (including  
almonds), or sesame seeds due to severe allergies among our students. 
 


