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If you would like to contribute materials to the
Shofar, please contact Editor Mark Friedman
(shofar@KolHadash.com). The Shofar is mailed
to Kol Hadash members and is posted on our
website (www.KolHadash.com) during the last
week of each calendar month. You can always
find our events calendar on our website as well.

Kol Hadash members also receive a weekly
e-mail with details of upcoming events
and other Kol Hadash news. If you are not
receiving the weekly e-mail and would like to be
added fo the list, please contact us at
info@KolHadash.com.
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Follow Kol Hadash Online
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Friend us on Facebook. Follow @KolHadash
on Twitter. Subscribe to the Kol Hadash
podcast on iTunes. And visit our website:
www.KolHadash.com!

Shalom from Rabbi Chalom

The Evolution of Judaism

by Rabbi Adam Chalom
(rabbichalom@KolHadash.com)

We believe in the evolution of Judaism.

One of the proposed PR slogans for Kol Hadash
was: For like-minded people who don’t think
alike. We certainly welcome a diversity of
perspectives to our community on many issues,
and we encourage people to make up their own minds about what
they believe. But | suspect there is little disagreement within our
congregation over the question of Jewish creation or evolution.

A “Jewish creationist” would believe that Judaism was created—
divinely or “by tradition.” What is done today that is “truly” Jewish
is the same as it has always been, in the spirit of its founders and
following the letter of the law they received, explained, and
established for all time. The most important elements of Jewish
identity—belief, ritual practice, revelation, study and worship—are
constants, not variables such as where Jews live or what language we
speak every day. Any changes through Jewish history were either
minor or are being misinterpreted, since the eternal harmony of
Jewish life between then and now must be true. And any change to
those constants is a challenge and a threat to the very basis of
eternal, created Judaism.

A “Jewish evolutionist,” on the other hand, sees radical changes
in almost every aspect of Jewish life over the last 3 millennia—from
animal sacrifice at many shrines, to worship at only one temple in
Jerusalem, to portable worship in the Diaspora, to a diverse global
culture. Jewish civilization, like an evolving organism, has always
adapted to and adopted from its surrounding cultures.

Just as Judaism has changed over the centuries, so, too, do we
continue the Jewish tradition of changing Jewish life and practice.
The siddur (prayerbook) was compiled and composed over centuries,
and before it existed or at earlier stages of its evolution Jews were
Jewish. So, too, are we Jewish—we who have broken the mold to
create our own celebrations.

You can see where Humanistic Judaism lands in this debate. For
us, Judaism was not created for us to be custodians; Judaism evolved
and continues to change and grow like any living thing. If the Bat
Mitzvah was developed to meet a pressing need and moral demand
for equality, its newness is far less important than its proof of
Judaism’s adaptive value and instinct for survival in the modern
world. Indeed, variety is the spice of living things in a world of

evolution; the more options, the more ways in which to survive and thrive.
When we celebrate Jewish tradition, we know that we are the heirs to a long chain of change, as well
as transmission. As the earliest rabbis reinterpreted the Temple and sacrifices, so do we take the best

from our past for our future.



A Taste of Kol Hadash

Sunday, January 22
10:45-11:30 AM
Deerfield High School

Join us for a Sunday School Jewish Culture Program
featuring THE most popular Jewish activity:
eating! All Kol Hadash members are invited to cook
their most cherished family recipe, serve it to our
Sunday School students (in bite-sized tasting
portions), explain the family history of the recipe,
and contribute the recipe to a cookbook that will
be distributed on the day of the program. If you
have a Jewish dish that your family clamors for,
this is your chance to pass it along to your second
family...Kol Hadash!

Recipes cannot contain peanuts, tree nuts or
sesame seeds. Volunteer cooks will be needed at
DHS at 9:30 AM on January 22 for setup.
Open to all members!

You don’t have to be in Sunday School to taste!

If you would like to participate,

contact Dawn Friedman

(education@KolHadash.com,

VY UHSERT (), |

847-997-8931)!
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North Shore Center for the Performing Arts
9501 Skokie Blvd., Skokie
January 29, 2012 - 3:00 PM
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Tickets: $65
30YEARS Join us for an evening of hilarious political parody
1981-2011 with the famed comedy troupe, now celebrating its
N, 30" anniversary! o
L 4

All proceeds benefit Kol Hadash.
Tickets available on a first-come basis. Reservation deadline extended to January 7!

Join us for dinner after the show! We will be dining at Jameson’s Charhouse, next door to the
theater, immediately following the performance. (Dinner not included in ticket price.)
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| would like to purchase:

tickets to Capitol Steps @ $65 Amount enclosed: $
| would like to join the Kol Hadash group for dinner after the show

Name
Address
Phone E-mail

Make check payable to Kol Hadash and mail with this form to:
Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069

www.KolHadash.com



January 2012

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
No Sunday School 7*"-Grade Mitzvah Class, Steering Committee Shabbat Service, “Year
No Hebrew School KH Office, 7PM Mtg, 7:30 PM in Review,” 8PM
8 . 9 10 11 12 13 14
. : 7"-Grade Mitzvah Class, . Shabbat Service, “The
gon:; F]eslthnF’g&:gAAM KH Office, 7PM Esc;kef(',flrlél;,_r'l;hoimne Beginnings of Exodus:
tnday schoot, 7 Adult Ed/Jewish Culture, 7:30 PM, KH Office The Torah Portion of the

Adult Ed: Movie Review: | “modern Jewish Week,” 8PM
The Jazz Singer, 9:30 AM | [ jterature,” KH Office,
Hebrew School, 11:30 AM | 8PM

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Sunday School, YEC Mtg, Winers, 7PM, Chase-
9:30 AM Gibson Home
Parent-Tot, 10:15 AM
Youth Group Bake Sale &
Mtg 11:10
Hebrew School, 11:30 AM

22 ) 23 24 25 26 27 28

7"-Grade Mitzvah Class K-3 Family Shabbat

Sunday School, 9:30 AM )
J“n ,a:FC 2010 ey | Office, 7PN Service, 7:15 PM
ewish Food, 18- Adult Ed/Jewish Culture,
Hebrew School, Youth “Music & Art,” KH Office,
Group, 11:30 AM 8PM

29 30 31
Sunday School, B’nai 7"-Grade Mitzvah Class, . . . . .
Mitzvah Parents Mtg, KH Office, 7PM Unless otherwise noted, Friday Night services are held at the Heller Nature Center in

. Highland Park; Sunday School events are held at Deerfield High School; and meetings/adult
9:30 AM Adult Ed/Jewish Cult ; o 1 ;
) ] u ewish Lultture, education/Book Club are held at the Kol Hadash office in Lincolnshire.
Conf Field Trip, 12PM “Lifestyle & Diet,” KH
Hebrew School, 11:30 am [ Office, 8PM
CAPITOL STEPS, 3 PM
175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
ﬁ Kol HadaSh 847/347-3003 - www.KolHadash.com - info@KolHadash.com
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February 2012

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Steering Committee Shabbat Service &
Mtg, 7:30 PM Movie, “Hester Street,”
8PM
5 ) 6 7 8 9 - 10 11
7"-Grade Mitzvah Class 4™".5" Grade Shabbat
Sunday School + PReK, . ’ .
930 e KH Office, 7PM Service, 7:15 PM
, Adult Ed/Jewish Culture
Tu B’Shevat Seder, 7
18.30 A;\va eder “Languages,” KH Office,
’ 8PM
Youth Group Mtg,
Hebrew School, 11:30 AM
12 . 13 14 15 16 17 18
7"-Grade Mitzvah Class Theatre Club: Race at
Sunday School, YEC Mtg, . )
91:1;0 ?IIV\ choo s KH Office, 7PM Goodman Theatre, 2PM
Parent-Tot. 10:15 AM Adult Ed/Jewish Culture,
’ “Varieties of Jewish
Youth Group Mtg Culture,” KH Office, 8PM
11:10AM
Hebrew School, 11:30 AM
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
sunday School, 7%/t Shabbat Service &
. Movie, “The Open
P : ’
arents Mtg, 9:30 AM Heart,” 8PM
Youth Group Mtg
11:10AM
Hebrew School, Youth
Group, 11:30 AM
26 ) 27 28 29
Conf Field Trip, 9AM 7"-Grade Mitzvah Class,
P KH Office. 7PM Unless otherwise noted, Friday Night services are held at the Heller
Sunday School, 9:30 AM U Nature Center in Highland Park; Sunday School events are held at
Adult Ed, “What the Adult Ed/Jewish Deerfield High School; and meetings/adult education/Book Club are
Heck IS Humanistic Philosophy, held at the Kol Hadash office in Lincolnshire.
Judaism?” 9:30 AM “Introduction,” KH
Office, 8PM
Youth Group Mtg 11:10AM
Hebrew School, 11:30 AM
175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
ﬁ Kol HadaSh 847/347-3003 - www.KolHadash.com - info@KolHadash.com
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The Kol Hadash Youth Group'’s

&¢
>o| HOT CHOCOLATE
= AND

BAKE SALE

Sunday, January 15
11:15-11:45 AM
Deerfield High School

You can support our Youth Group by:
* Bringing goodies for the Bake Sale (store-bought or  home-made)
* Buying treats and hot chocolate at the sale after Sunday School
* Al of the above!

PLEASE NOTE: No foods may contain peanuts, tree nuts o

sesame seeds due to severe allergies among our students.

Please bring baked goods to DHS, rear entrance, between 9:30-11:00 AM on January 15. There
will be a table in the lobby. Individually wrapped items are appreciated but not required. If
you plan on bringing food, please email Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com) and tell
her what you’re bringing. Thank you!

www.KolHadash.com
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Jewish Culrure & Philosopby

ADULT EDUCATION WITH

Rabbi Adam Chalom

As we turn the calendar, Rabbi Chalom continues his popular Monday-evening
Adult Education classes. This winter he concludes the Jewish Culture course that
started in Fall 2011. Next, we turn our attention to Jewish Philosophy.

Selected Monday Evenings, 8:00-9:00 PM
Kol Hadash Office

175 Olde Half Day Road, Lincolnshire

Winter/Spring 2012 Class Schedule

January 9
January 23
January 30
February 6
February 13
February 27
March 5
March 12
March 19
April 2
April 9
April 16
April 30
May 7

May 14
May 21
June 4

June 11
June 18

Modern Jewish Literature

Music & Art

Lifestyle & Diet

Languages

Varieties of Jewish Culture/Conclusion
Introduction to Jewish Philosophy
Reality & God

The Nature of People

Truth

Ethics

Politics & Social Ethics

Jewish Identity

Jewish History

Past & Present

Yiddishists

Zionists

Haskalah, Reform & Reconstructionist Judaism
Great Thinkers —Jews & Non-Jews
Contemporary and Conclusions

All are welcome to stop in for a class once in a while or to sign up for the entire semester. These classes

are part of our two-year “Introduction to Secular Humanistic Judaism” course.

For more information, contact Rabbi Adam Chalom rabbi@KolHadash.com ¢ 847-347-3003




