
 
 

Volume 11, Number 6                                                                                 December 2011 • Kislev/Tevet 5772 
  

Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 

Community Within Community 
by Rabbi Adam Chalom 
(rabbichalom@KolHadash.com)  

The havurah is a new-old institution in Jewish life. 
Might it also become a new Kol Hadash tradition? 

The root of the Hebrew word havurah is haver 
(friend). In pre-modern Jewish life, community 
charity work was often done in hevras, societies 
dedicated to particular good deeds. The hevra 

kadisha, for example, honored the dead by washing and watching bodies 
between death and burial. In addition to doing good, these hevras were 
also communities within communities, social circles that reinforced a 
sense of belonging. 

Fast forward to the second half of the 20th century, and a new version 
emerged: the havurah. Initially begun by individuals and families outside 
of synagogue life, the havurah has become a powerful model of small 
community, now even with larger congregational connections. Havurot 
(plural) can study together, celebrate holidays together, support their 
members through difficult passages, and create safe spaces for intense 
discussions and personal growth. 

At the Birmingham Temple in suburban Detroit, where I grew up and 
first worked as a Humanistic rabbi, there were several groups called 
either “Gathering of Men” or “Family of Women.” These small groups of 
10-20 people would come together once a month, generally at a 
member’s home, to talk about any variety of subjects. Many groups 
prohibited topics like sports, politics or business—the easy subjects of 
conversation that do not demand much personal openness.  

How do I deal with my aging parents? Do I spend my time on what is 
truly important? I know from my own experience in my Gathering of Men 
at the Birmingham Temple that these kinds of questions, discussed in a 
confidential and trust-building setting, moving each month from one 
havurah member’s home to another, open us up to deeper connections 
with each other, and by extension to our larger congregational 
community. A rabbi or separate havurah facilitator does not monitor 
every havurah session; they are guides and advisors as needed or 
requested. 

Our Membership Committee has been discussing organizing havurot 
under the umbrella of Kol Hadash. We debated whether they should be 
single-gender or mixed, seeing advantages to both; whether we should 
organize them by similar age or stage of life, or by geography, or by 
interest. In the end, we realized that a real, vibrant havurah is created 
by its own participants, and better to make it an open question: what 
would YOU want? 

If you might be interested in participating in a havurah, please email 
me at rabbi@KolHadash.com or call 847-347-3003. We will explore together, from those who contact me, 
what we will create together. As Rabbi Harold Schulweis wrote about the havurot in his Conservative 
congregation: 

The primary task on the agenda of the synagogue is the humanization and personalization of the 
temple. To experience true belonging is an imperative prerequisite for the cultivation of religious 
and moral sensibilities. 
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Tributes, Donations & GiftsTributes, Donations & Gifts   
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Kol Hadash General Fund  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Syril & James Weiss Choir Fund Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund 

Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund 

To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol 
Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol Hadash Humanistic 
Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. 
The congregation expresses its gratitude to the following individuals, whose 
donations were received in the last month. 
 
Dolores Century, in memory of Bernard Century 

Harriett & Leonard Coleman, to the General Fund 

Sharon & Richard Fellars, in recognition of the passing 
of Phyllis Colby and the speedy recovery of Douglas 
Colby  

Sharon & Richard Fellars, wishing mazel tov to Mr. & 
Mrs. Barry Wolf on the engagement of their son, Steven 

Sharon & Richard Fellars, wishing mazel tov to Dr. & 
Mrs. Bruce Hockstadter in honor of Nanci & Eric’s baby 
naming 

Happy Stone & Rick Henrikson, General Fund  

David Noskin & Jeremy Kaplan, to the General Fund 

Sharon & Charles Weingarten, in honor of Lisa 
Pomerantz  and Douglas Waxman 

 

 

S p e a k i n g  o f  K o l  H a d a s h  
Thoughts about Kol Hadash by our members… 

“Kol Hadash is very important to us because it 
allows us to be Jewish on our own terms. We 
love being part of a community of warm and 
caring people who want to celebrate being 
Jewish with honesty and integrity.” 

—Marsha & Mark Milstein 
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Celebrate and Commemorate through Kol HadashCelebrate and Commemorate through Kol Hadash   
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation to  

Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 

in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 
 

There are five Kol Hadash tribute funds from which to choose: 

 The General Fund – contributions support all Kol Hadash programs and activities. 

 Rabbi Chalom’s Discretionary Fund – used by Rabbi Chalom for charitable purposes. 

 The Tzedakah Fund – 2011–12 contributions to fund Kol Hadash volunteers’ assistance at the 
Beth Emet Soup Kitchen. 

 

 The Syril and James Weiss Choir Fund - contributions support the Kol Hadash Choir and 
music program. 

 

 Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund – contributions support Youth Group programs and activities. 
 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:   
 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 
 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 



December 2011 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Steering Committee 
Mtg, 7:30 PM 

2 
Shabbat Service, “Israel 
& Palestine—Update,” 
8PM 
 
 
 

3 

 

4 

Sunday School, Conf 
Class Field Trip, 9:30 AM 

YEC Mtg, 9:30 AM 

Hebrew School, 11:30 AM 

5 
7th-Grade Mitzvah Class, 
KH Office, 7PM 

Adult Ed/Jewish Culture, 
“Rabbinic Literature,” KH 
Office, 8PM 

6 
 

7 

 

8 
 

9 
Shabbat Service, “The 
Season of Light” and 
Mystery Topic! 8PM 

10 

 

11 

EARLY Hebrew School, 
9AM  

Sunday School + PreK, 
9:30 AM 

Adult Ed, “Schindler’s 
List,” 9:30 AM 

Parent-Tot, 10:15 AM 

Hanukkah Celebration, 
11AM 

12 
7th-Grade Mitzvah Class, 
KH Office, 7PM 

Adult Ed/Jewish Culture, 
“Liturgy,” KH Office, 8PM 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 

 

17 
 

18 

No Sunday School 

No Hebrew School 

19 HANNUKAH NIGHT 1       20 HANNUKAH NIGHT 2    21 HANNUKAH NIGHT 3        22 HANNUKAH NIGHT 4        23 HANNUKAH NIGHT 5     24 
 

HANNUKAH NIGHT 6        25 

 

No Sunday School 

No Hebrew School 

 

HANNUKAH NIGHT 7          26 HANNUKAH NIGHT 8     27 
 

28 29 30 31 

 

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/347-3003 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 

 
Unless otherwise noted, Friday Night services are held at the Heller Nature Center in Highland Park; 
Sunday School   events are held at Deerfield High School; and meetings/adult education/Book Club 

are held at the Kol Hadash office in Lincolnshire. 



January 2012 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
No Sunday School 
No Hebrew School 

2 
7th-Grade Mitzvah Class, 
KH Office, 7PM 

 

3 4 5 
Steering Committee 
Mtg, 7:30 PM 

6 
Shabbat Service, “Year 
in Review,” 8PM 
 
 

7 

 

8 

Conf Field Trip, 8AM 

Sunday School, 9:30 AM 

Adult Ed: Movie Review: 
The Jazz Singer, 9:30 AM 

Hebrew School, 11:30 AM 

9 
7th-Grade Mitzvah Class, 
KH Office, 7PM 

Adult Ed/Jewish Culture, 
“Modern Jewish 
Literature,” KH Office, 
8PM 

10 11 

Book Club, The Nine 
by Jeffrey Toobin, 
7:30 PM, KH Office 

12 
 

13 
Shabbat Service, “The 
Beginnings of Exodus: 
The Torah Portion of the 
Week,” 8PM 

14 

 

15 

Sunday School, YEC Mtg, 
9:30 AM 

Parent-Tot, 10:15 AM 

Youth Group Bake Sale & 
Mtg 11:10 

Hebrew School, 11:30 AM 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 

 

21 
 

22 

Sunday School, 9:30 AM 

Jewish Food, 10:45 AM 

Hebrew School, Youth 
Group, 11:30 AM 

23 
7th-Grade Mitzvah Class, 
KH Office, 7PM 

Adult Ed/Jewish Culture, 
“Music & Art,” KH Office, 
8PM 

24 25 26 27 
K-3 Family Shabbat 
Service, 7:15 PM 

28 
 

29 
Sunday School, B’nai 
Mitzvah Parents Mtg, 
9:30 AM 

Conf Field Trip, 12PM 

Hebrew School, 11:30 AM 

CAPITOL STEPS, 3 PM 

30 
7th-Grade Mitzvah Class, 
KH Office, 7PM 

Adult Ed/Jewish Culture, 
“Lifestyle & Diet,” KH 
Office, 8PM 

31     

 

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/347-3003 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, Friday Night services are held at the Heller Nature Center in 
Highland Park; Sunday School events are held at Deerfield High School; and meetings/adult 

education/Book Club are held at the Kol Hadash office in Lincolnshire. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jewish CultureJewish Culture & Philosophy & Philosophy  
AADULT DULT EEDUCATION DUCATION WITH WITH   

Rabbi Adam ChalomRabbi Adam Chalom  
As we turn the calendar, Rabbi Chalom continues his popular Monday-evening 
Adult Education classes. This winter he concludes the Jewish Culture course that 
started in Fall 2011. Next, we turn our attention to Jewish Philosophy.  
 

Selected Monday Evenings, 8:00–9:00 PM 
Kol Hadash Office 

175 Olde Half Day Road, Lincolnshire 
 

Winter/Spring 2012 Class Schedule 
January 9  Modern Jewish Literature 
January 23  Music & Art 
January 30  Lifestyle & Diet  
February 6  Languages 
February 13  Varieties of Jewish Culture/Conclusion 
February 27  Introduction to Jewish Philosophy 
March 5  Reality & God 
March 12   The Nature of People 
March 19  Truth 
April 2  Ethics 
April 9  Politics & Social Ethics 
April 16  Jewish Identity 
April 30  Jewish History 
May 7   Past & Present 
May 14  Yiddishists 
May 21  Zionists 
June 4   Haskalah, Reform & Reconstructionist Judaism 
June 11  Great Thinkers—Jews & Non-Jews 
June 18  Contemporary and Conclusions 

 
All are welcome to stop in for a class once in a while or to sign up for the entire semester. These classes 

are part of our two-year “Introduction to Secular Humanistic Judaism” course. 
 

For more information, contact Rabbi Adam Chalom rabbi@KolHadash.com • 847-347-3003 



 
 

 
 

 

HANUKKAHHANUKKAH  
  PARTYPARTY   andand  LUNCHEONLUNCHEON  
     
       Sunday, December 11 
       11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
       Deerfield High School 
   1959 Waukegan Rd, Deerfield 
        Student Cafeteria 
 
   $12 per person — ages 13 and older 
      $10 per person — ages 3–12 
 No Charge — children under 3 years old 
 
Each family should bring a side dish, salad or dessert to serve 10–12 and their own menorah 
(candles provided).	
  All food may not contain peanuts, tree nuts of any kind, or sesame seeds, 

due to life-threatening allergies among our students. Thank you for your cooperation! 
 
Return form below and check by December 1 to Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069. Questions? Contact Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-
997-8931) 

 
Please list each person’s name and ages for children. 

1. _____________________________________ 2. _____________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________ 4. _____________________________________ 

5. _____________________________________ 6. _____________________________________ 

7. _____________________________________ 8. _____________________________________ 
  
We will bring a:   __ side dish     __ salad     __ dessert 
 

Name:  ______________________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________ 
 

Amount Enclosed: $ ___________ (Make check payable to Kol Hadash…RSVP by December 1) 
 
 

www.KolHadash.com  

CLIP HERE AND RETURN FORM BELOW WITH PAYMENT  
 



 
                 

 
 

 

  Kol Hadash Benefit Theatre Night    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

I would like to purchase: 

_____ tickets to Capitol Steps @ $65   Amount enclosed: $_______ 
_____ I would like to join the Kol Hadash group for dinner after the show 
 
Name_______________________________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________________________________ 
Phone ______________________________  E-mail _____________________________ 
 

Make check payable to Kol Hadash and mail with this form to: 
Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 

 

www.KolHadash.com 

 All proceeds benefit Kol Hadash. 
Tickets available on a first-come basis. Reservations close December 15, 2011! 

 
Join us for dinner after the show! We will be dining at Jameson’s Charhouse, next door to the 

theater, immediately following the performance. (Dinner not included in ticket price.) 

The  Cap i to l  S t ep s  
North Shore Center for the Performing Arts 

9501 Skokie Blvd., Skokie 
January 29, 2012 • 3:00 PM 

Tickets: $65 
Join us for an evening of hilarious political parody 
with the famed comedy troupe, now celebrating its 
30th anniversary! 
 

 



 
 

2011 Kol Hadash Holiday Collection 
for The Ark 

Since 1971, The ARK has been providing a wide range of human services to Chicago 
land’s Jewish families in need. You can help their clients this holiday season by 

donating food and paper goods for The Ark’s Rhea Segal Food Pantry. 
Please bring your items to these upcoming Kol Hadash events: 

 
December 2 & 9 • Shabbat Service 

December 4 • Sunday School 
December 11 • Family Hanukkah Party 

	
  
The	
  following	
  items	
  are	
  most	
  requested	
  by	
  ARK	
  clients	
  in	
  their	
  kosher	
  food	
  pantry.	
  	
  

	
  

Food items needed: 

Cold Cereal – General Mill’s or Kellogg’s except 
those with marshmallows)  

Tomato Sauce – Hunts or Barilla with no meat and 
with kosher symbol, ex. garden vegetable  

Oatmeal – Quaker Oats unflavored  

Cooking oil – canola, vegetable or olive 

Canned Peas, Corn and Green Beans: Green 
Giant, Del Monte  

Canned/Jarred Fruit: Dole, Del Monte (not in 
heavy syrup, please)    

Canned Tuna:  Chicken of the Sea, Bumble Bee or 
Starkist (in water preferred) 

Gefilte fish: any brand 

Peanut Butter: JIF, Skippy or Peter Pan  

Jam: Smuckers (strawberry preferred) 

Pasta: Prince, Creamettes, or Barilla (whole wheat 
preferred)  

Non-food items needed:  
 

Unwrapped Holiday Gifts (games, dolls, clothes,  
books, DVDs, etc.) 

Bath Tissue 

Facial Tissue 

Paper Towels 

Laundry Detergent 

Dishwashing Liquid 

Bar Soap 

Anti-perspirant 

Full-size Toothpaste 

Full-size Shampoo 

Full-size Conditioner 

Baby Wipes 

Children’s Diapers 

Adult Diapers 

Feminine products 
 

 
Questions? Contact Glynis Hirsch (ghirsch@dist113.org, 847-945-8420) 


